
Ven lator Associated Pneumonia (VAP) 

Ven lator associated pneumonia (VAP) is defined as a pneumonia (lung infec on) occurring in pa ents in 
an intensive care unit requiring external mechanical breathing support (a ven lator), intermi ently or con-

nuously, through a breathing tube for more than 48 hours. 

Measure: The VAP rate is the number of ICU pa ents (18 years and older) with a new VAP per 1,000 ven la-
tor days. 
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